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LISTING OF THE MONTH

Making
a Splash

A 1913 bathhouse-turned-home is back
on the market. By THOMAS CONNORS

AIN-SHOWER HEADS.
R Heated towel racks.

Smart toilets that do
everything but go for
you. For many homebuyers, a spa-
like bathroom is a must. But for
Chicagoans of a century ago, these
luxuries would be as mind-blowing
as entering the Baths of Caracalla.
As late as the early 20th century,
not every home even had a tub.
Between 1894 and 1920, dozens of
public bathhouses were erected
around the city to meet the sani-
tary needs of those without. The
last closed in 1979. Only four
remain standing, all converted to
residential use.

One is the former Lincoln Public
Bath at 1019 North Wolcott Avenue.
After atop-to-bottom refresh, it has
been on and off the market since
June and was relisted in January
at $5.75 million. The 9,740-square-
foot residence occupies an oversize
62.5-by-125-foot lot, much of it
dedicated to a massive patio, com-
plete with an outdoor kitchen and
bar and scaled-down basketball
court. Inside, the home boasts
six bedrooms, six full and two
half baths, and an eye-popping,
60-foot-long great room, graced
with a double-height ceiling and
enormous windows and opening
onto a spacious terrace.

The primary bedroom suite
on the main floor includes a den
and a walk-in closet, as well as a
fireplace and a sculptured soak-
ing tub. The lower level boasts a
pair of two-bedroom suites, each
with a living room and kitchen,
ideal for in-laws or guests who like
theirindependence. The expansive
home’s other rooms are adaptable:
One is currently used as a mas-
sage room, another a home office.
Here and there, the contemporary,
gallery-like spaces are punctuated
with remnants of the past, such as
exposed brick and classical pilas-
ters. If these walls could talk.

MY NEIGHBORHOOD
NORWOOD PARK

WRITER AND HISTORIAN
STAN “TEX” BANASH
RECOMMENDS THESE

FOUR SPOTS.

> NORWOOD LIFE
SOGIETY THRIFT SHOP
“If you're looking for trea-
sures at reasonable prices,
this is the place. | come
with my wife: She looks
for designer clothes and
vintage CorningWare, and
I hunt for books. | found

a first edition of Cold
Mountain after hunting
around for a long time.”
6019 N. Nina Ave.

> OCTOBER CAFE
“Antiquity is part of my
vernacular. | love this old-
style coffeehouse across
from the Norwood Park
Metra station. There’s
something for everyone:
hearty meals, lighter ones,
vegan, gluten-free.” 6046
N. Avondale Ave.

> NOBLE-SEYMOUR-
GRIPPEN HOUSE

“This is the oldest house in
what is now Chicago. The
southern part was built in
1833 and used as a farm-
house. Now it’s the home
of the Norwood Park
Historical Society.” 5624
N. Newark Ave.

> KAMARI KAFE

“Until recently, this diner
was called the Norwood
Restaurant. Mayor Richard
M. Daley and President
George W. Bush met here
after 9/11. 1 like to come
here for a classic breakfast:
two poached eggs, ham off
the bone, and toast.” 6101
N. Northwest Hwy.

—-JUDY SUTTON TAYLOR
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